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COVER
Kite-flying in Japan is traditionally 
associated with religious 
celebrations and flown in hopes of 
good harvest. Here, kites bearing 
the Japanese character ‘love’ 
soaring over a typical Japanese 
cityscape and dwellings represent 
the collective endeavours to declare 
God’s love over the nation of Japan.

“In 2011, God gave me a prophetic word for 
Japan. The word was this.

‘Japan, many have seen your time as over. 
That it is now finished. It is impossible to see 
anything happen with you. But the Lord says, 
even like Lazarus, though you have been in 
the grave four days, and even now it stinks, 
the Lord is about to call you out. Japan, come 
forth! And you will come forth in all your 
grave clothes. And my people the Church 
will remove the grave clothes off of you. And 
Japan will rise up again. Hallelujah!’ 

God is going to call Japan forth and the Church 
will bring Christ’s message and the Church 
will bring hope. I believe God will bring a 
national revival to Japan. I want to stir your faith. 
Remember He is the Lord of the Harvest.  

…Japan will turn to Jesus!”

REV DR RICK SEAWARD
AT THE JAPAN PENTECOSTAL CONFERENCE
HAMAMATSU, SHIZUOKA, FEBRUARY 2018   
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Tokyo cityscape. 
Japan, primed for a fresh move of God.

THERE HAS long been re-
cognition among Christian 
leaders that Singapore is the 
‘Antioch of Asia'. Antioch in 
the New Testament was a city 
that impacted surrounding 
regions by sending out mis-
sionaries bearing the Gospel. 
	 Today,	we	affirm	that	Sin-
gapore is indeed a nation set 
up by God to impact other 
nations with the Gospel. 

Bringing transformation to 
Timor Leste since 2004
In 2004, the late Rev Dr Rick 
Seaward received a word 
from God that the Church in 
Singapore is to be responsi-
ble to bring transformation 
to the nation of Timor Leste. 
The LoveSingapore churches 
responded to this call, uniting 
to bring transformation to the 
young nation of Timor Leste. 
 The vision was to form a 
spiritual alliance and imple-
ment a three-part strategy: 
•		 Social	transformation	 

– meeting felt needs
•		 Spiritual	transformation	 

– deliverance, healing, dis-
cipling and church planting

•	 Financial	transformation	
– economic and business 
development

SINGAPORE, ANTIOCH OF ASIA

Bearing fruit through unity
Today, every major denomina-
tion in Singapore has mis-
sions works in Timor Leste. 
Thousands of lives have been 
impacted through schools, 
education projects, orphan 
support, community centres, 
youth programmes, medi-
cal teams, farming projects, 
training, life-skills equipping 
centres and economic devel-
opment projects. 

Church planting movement led by 
Timorese leadership
Now across the nation of 
Timor Leste, over 350 house 
churches have been planted, 
with churches established in 
every major district of Timor 
Leste, led by local leaders on 
fire to win Timor for Christ. 
 Each year at least 900 new 
Timorese church planters are 
being trained and released, 
and churches have been es-
tablished among 37 of the 38 
dialect groups. 
 The vision for national 
transformation in Timor Leste 
has borne fruit, attesting to 
the power of the Gospel and 

the unified endeavours of the 
Singapore Church.

The call to Japan
In 2009, while the vision for 
Timor Leste was underway, 
the late Rev Dr Rick Seaward 
shared with key church lead-
ers across denominations and 
the LoveSingapore churches 
that the Lord showed him 
Japan was the next nation that 
Singapore should reach. The 
leaders bore witness to this 
word. 
 In 2013, the vision was 
shared broadly with many 
church leaders along with the 
sense that a great shaking is 
coming to Japan; the Church 
in Singapore needs to be mo-
bilised and ready to respond. 
There was agreement among 
the leaders that this needed 
to be done in God’s timing. 
 Now in 2019, church leaders 
from various streams and de-
nominations in Singapore and 
abroad have felt this is the 
moment to move into Japan. 
Pastors and Christian workers 
in Japan also sense a spiritual 
wind-change.

God’s call to Singapore churches to bring transformation to nations

LoveSingapore and Timor Leste 
District Anchor pastors. Each of 
the 13 districts in Timor Leste is 
anchored by a Singapore church or 
denomination to provide support to 
churches or organisations starting a 
work there.
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JAPAN’S TIME HAS COME

A divinely-appointed season is 
dawning on Japan. The challenge 
has been issued. It’s time for the 
Church to respond in faith, and with 
fresh strategies, turn Japan to Jesus.

JAPAN, an ethnically homogenous country 
with a unique culture and way of life has given 
the world sushi, karaoke, Sega and Nintendo 
as well as inventions such as pocket calculators, 
DSLR cameras, Blu-ray and the bullet train. But 
this once proud economic superpower has 
fallen upon hard times.

Japan is set for revival
Japan has been rocked by economic recession 
since the 90s. Its aging population is increasing 
faster than any other nation, making economic 
recovery challenging. Now, a disenchanted 
younger generation is seeking alternatives to 

traditional values and lifestyles. The country 
has also been battered by tsunamis, floods, 
typhoons, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 
 While the country stands at a dire crossroads, 
God is setting her up for an unprecedented 
revival. Many prophecies have declared a 
God-appointed harvest time for Japan. Church 
planters from various countries have been 
drawn to Japan recently, saying “It’s harvest 
time in Japan. God sent us here to be part of it.”

Preparation and unity
The Church needs to join hands in this endeav-
our and be ready to share the Gospel in power. 

 The strategy is to partner with contemporary 
church leaders in Japan, to work with the youth, 
operate in signs and wonders in evangelism, 
and to do multiplication church planting. 

The Church needs to join 
hands in this endeavour 
and be ready to share the 
Gospel in power. 
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REV DR RICK SEAWARD
AT THE JAPAN PENTECOSTAL CONFERENCE
HAMAMATSU, SHIZUOKA, FEBRUARY 2018 

“GOD HAS SHOWN ME THOUSANDS 
OF JAPANESE THAT WILL GO ALL 

OVER THE WORLD PLANTING 
CHURCHES ONE DAY, PLANTING 
CHURCHES THAT WILL PLANT 
CHURCHES THAT WILL PLANT 

CHURCHES. I BELIEVE THAT IS GOD’S 
CALL TODAY.”
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AREA

377,974 km2

LAND

•	 Five	major	islands:	Honshu	
(Main	Island),	Hokkaido	(North	
Island),	Kyushu,	Shikoku	and	
the	Okinawa	Islands	

•	 6,847	remote	islands

POPULATION

126,706,000
AGE POPULATION %
0	–	9	 10,160,000	 8
10	–	19	 11,427,000	 9
20	–	34	 19,630,000	 15
35	–	49	 26,784,000	 21
50	–	69	 33,475,000	 26
Above	70	 25,230,000	 20

CAPITAL

Tokyo

LANGUAGE

Japanese

MAIN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

•	 Manufacturing	
•	 Imports	and	exports
•	 Real	estate	

RELIGION 

•	 Buddhism	48.1%*
•		 Shintoism	46.5%*
•	 Other	religions	4.3%
•	 Christianity	1.1%
*Many	identify	as	both	Shintoists	and	
Buddhists

•	 Japan	Statistical	Yearbook	2019,	Statistics	
Bureau,	Ministry	of	Internal	Affairs	and	
Communications	Japan

•	 Religious	Yearbook	Heisei	29th	Ed	2016	 
(宗教年鑑:	平成29年版),	Agency	for	
Cultural	Affairs	Japan

BRIEF HISTORY OF 
CHRISTIANITY IN 
JAPAN

IN THE MID-1500s, Jesuit mis-
sionaries brought Christianity 
to Japan and converted a con-
siderable number of people, 
especially in western Japan.  
In 1587, however, the preemi-
nent Japanese ruler Hideyoshi, 
issued an edict to ban Chris-
tianity leading to a period of 
persecution of Christians that 
went on until 1873 when the 
ban was lifted. 
 Today an estimated 1.1% of 
Japan’s population identify as 
Christian. A majority of Chris-
tians live in western Japan 
where the missionaries’ activi-
ties were greatest during the 
16th century. 61% of Christians 
in Japan are in Tokyo (45%) 
and Kanagawa prefecture in 
the Kanto region (16%).
 Interestingly, although only 
1.1% of the Japanese today are 
Christians, there have been 
eight Christian Prime Minis-
ters.

JAPAN AT A GLANCE 

1549: Arrival of the first Catholic 
missionary, Francis Xavier

1587-1868: Edicts were issued, 
banning Christianity and expel-
ling missionaries. Missionaries 
who were caught were killed. By 
1625, less than 150,000 Christians 
remained. Years later, the ‘Shima-
bara Rebellion’ resulted in about 
37,000 executions over three 
days, almost the same number 
of deaths as the 1945 Nagasaki 
Atomic Bomb incident. 

1864: The Basilica of the 26 Holy 
Martyrs of Japan was built in 
Nagasaki. This is the oldest church 
in Japan today.

1868: Meiji Restoration. Shogu-
nate rule ended and power was 
restored to the Emperor. Mod-
ernisation of Japan began.

1871: Freedom of Religion was 
instituted and Christians came 
out from hiding.

1875-1900s: Christian schools were 
started, a number of which be-
come universities. Churches were 
established. 

2018: Believers number 1.9 million 
(1.1%) with more than 8,500 Chris-
tian organisations. These include 
churches, missions agencies and 
welfare groups.

“Born Shinto, live non-
religious, wed Christian 
and die Buddhist.” 

JAPAN is rated one of 
the most secular nations. 
Many Japanese state that 
religion is not important. Yet 
government surveys show 
that each Japanese claim 
to belong to an average of 
two religions. A majority of 
Japanese identify as Shinto 
or Buddhist or both. Praying 
at a Shinto shrine or having 
Buddhist funeral rites is a 
Japanese way of life. Since 
the 90s Christian weddings 
have become popular among 
Japanese couples, giving rise 
to a saying, “Born Shinto, live 
non-religious, wed Christian 
and die Buddhist.” 

A NEW JAPANESE GENERATION

A NEW GENERATION is emerging in Japan with radically dif-
ferent attitudes. These young adults and youth have grown 
up through Japan’s difficult economic climate, not having 
experienced the boom times their parents and grandparents 
had. More well-travelled, these digital natives are turning away 
from past cultural ideals. Many are opting for part-time jobs in 
exchange for greater freedom, valuing relationships over having 
a career. What sets this generation apart is their refusal to follow 
the paths of their parents or accept their society’s vision of a 
happy future. These will be the leaders of Japan in the 21st cen-
tury, they will have far-reaching effects on the country’s future. 

“Young people nowadays are more 
entrepreneurial because of a desire to shape 
the future. The Gospel message to bring life, 
light, hope, and love into Japan appeals to 
this desire to be involved in bringing change.“

SCOTT DOUMA
SENIOR PASTOR OF EVERY NATION CHURCH YOKOHAMA  
DIRECTOR OF EVERY NATION JAPAN
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GREATER OPENNESS

STEVEN KAYLOR
CHIEF PASTOR OF HOPE CHURCH JAPAN

“Church leaders have a 
fresh expectation for a great 
visitation of God like never 
before. Many churches in 
Japan are now mobilising to 
plant new churches. 
 The Japanese, especially 
the young, are now more 
open to the Gospel. They 
are not hesitant to come to 
church and are receptive 
towards positive church ex-
periences – the presence of 
God, relevant biblical mes-
sages and a loving church 
culture touch the heart of 
the Japanese. The mes-
sage of the Gospel – God’s 
unconditional love, God’s 
value and purpose for each 
individual and God’s per-
sonal involvement – is very 
attractive to the Japanese.
 This is harvest time and it 
is wonderful to see the Lord 
sending laborers to Japan. We 
hope to continue to develop 
a special relationship with 
the churches in Singapore.”

REGINA
YWAM WORKER STATIONED IN NAGANO, 
CHUBU, 2008–2015

“One of the greatest 
changes I feel is that the 
Japanese people now have a 
significantly less independ-
ent spirit. I observed in 1999 
that many thought they did 
not need help from anyone 
or anything. Through the 
years as the tsunami, the 
economic downturn and 
difficulties occurred, there 
seem to be more broken-
ness and openness in the 
Japanese towards relation-
ships and connecting with 
foreigners.”

KENNY SOU
VFC MISSIONARY STATIONED IN 
SHINJUKU SHALOM CHURCH, TOKYO

“In 2011, Christians, both 
local and from overseas, 
helped disaster victims, pro-
viding for their daily needs 
and helping to rebuild their 
lives. Many Japanese were 
touched and countless gave 
their lives to the Lord. After 
the 2011 disasters, more 
churches had prayer cen-

A SHIFT IN THE SPIRITUAL 
CLIMATE IN JAPAN

In the past, Japan seemed 
closed to the Gospel. 
The polite, hardworking 
Japanese were too busy 
to heed the message of 
salvation. The idea of 
a Creator is foreign to 
the Japanese worldview, 
and few believe in the 
existence of a personal 
God. But pastors and 
Christian workers who 
have been serving in 
Japan report changes. 
They are also seeing 
salvations as they share 
the Gospel with signs and 
wonders confirming.

tres set up throughout the 
nation to pray for the revival 
of the land. About 30 prayer 
centres were set up, many 
started by young pastors 
in their 30s and 40s. More 
churches have been started 
in the recent ten years.” 

TURNING AWAY FROM  
TRADITIONS
 

SCOTT DOUMA
SENIOR PASTOR OF EVERY NATION 
CHURCH YOKOHAMA
DIRECTOR OF EVERY NATION JAPAN

“Since the disaster of March 
2011 the young people have 
changed. They now want to 
be involved in something 
more meaningful than just 
making money and hav-
ing a stable life. More than 
ever before, people are 
starting to think about the 
purpose for their existence. 
They are now more open to 
the Gospel when we share 
about a life with purpose 
and meaning.
 Traditional Shintoism and 
Buddhism are losing their 
hold on the young people, 

though traditions are still 
deeply ingrained.

KEITH OLSON
MISSIONARY WITH OMF INTERNATIONAL

“Although Japan is in many 
aspects Asian, and there-
fore filial piety and the 
community are still valued, 
the younger generation is 
moving towards greater in-
dependence, instead of the 
traditional communal way 
of thinking. For instance, 
traditional views about 
institutions such as schools, 
companies, overwork, bul-
lying and so on, are being 
publicly discussed more 
than ever before. 
 In the past, Christianity 
was not received by most 
Japanese because it was too 
foreign. With the changes 
which allow more individu-
ality in decision-making, I 
have hopes that the younger 
generation will be more will-
ing to embrace the Gospel.”

CENTURIES OF PRAYER 
COMING TO FULFILMENT

EITARO OGAWA & TAMAE IWASAKI
FOUNDERS OF KEYAKISMOS, THE HOUSE 
OF CREATOR (S) AND PAMERAN POSKAD
AUTHORS OF ‘HDB: HOMES OF  
SINGAPORE’

“A central theme at the 
10C Asia Conference in 2017 
held in Tokyo was that God 
is about to respond to the 
accumulated centuries of 
prayers by Christians and 
missionaries for Japan’s 
salvation.
 In that conference, we also 
received a strong word that 
God the Father is coming to 
receive Japan as His child. 
This is the heart’s cry of 
many Japanese believers. 
Absent fathers are a social 
issue in Japan as fathers 
are always at work. We see 
God raising up warriors to 
pray against the works of 
the Enemy, and to bring 
God’s love, forgiveness and 
reconciliation to Japan. We 
are very excited about that, 
and Singapore will definitely 
play a big part as you come 
together to LoveJapan.

“... people are starting 
to think about the 
purpose for their 
existence. They are 
now more open to 
the Gospel...”
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INDIVIDUALS ARE  
TURNING TO CHRIST

We hear many testimonies of 
healing and supernatural en-
counters among the Japanese 
people.

Salvation through a dream
Kouda-san, a retired pilot, 
shares about how he came 
to Christ through a dream 
he had on 16 November 2017. 
In this dream, he was seated 
in a church with about 20 or 
30 people with their heads 
bowed in prayer. When the 
prayer ended, he asked one 
of them a question. Instead 
of a direct answer, he was 
told, “The answer is in chap-
ter 4, verse 4.” Kouda-san 
thought to himself, “I’ll look 
it up when I go home”. 
 When Kouda-san awoke, 
he recalled the dream but 
had no idea which book 
in the Bible to look at. He 
remembered that the Bible 
they used in the dream 
looked thin. So Kouda-
san thought to check the 
New Testament, Matthew 
4:4 where he read: “Jesus 
answered, ‘It is written: Man 
shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of 
God.’” Instantly, Kouda-san 
understood what his dream 
meant, and right there, he 

made a decision to become 
a follower of Christ and be 
baptised.

Instant healing and salvation
YWAM missionaries met 
two Japanese men in a park. 
Their conversation turned to 
Jesus eventually. One of the 
missionaries, Ryan, received 
a Word of Knowledge about 
the Japanese men, and 
specifically about back pain, 
right knee pain and head-
aches. One of the Japanese 
men confirmed that he 
had pain in the right knee 
and in his back, while 
the other had headaches 
caused by a cold. They 
were prayed for and the 
man with the back and 
knee pain was instantly 
healed! The Gospel was 
shared and the Japanese 
men received Christ.

A team of YWAM mis-
sionaries and Pastor 
Naomi came across a lady 
with her mother shop-
ping in Costco. Pastor 
Naomi received a Word of 
Knowledge that the lady 
had pain in her back, leg, 
shoulders and joints. The 
lady’s mom also had pain 
in her back and heaviness 
on her eyes. As they were 
prayed for, they began to 
exclaim in surprise that 
their body felt feather-

light – they were healed! 
Pastor Naomi then shared 
her testimony with one 
of the ladies and the lady 
started bawling because she 
had recently gone through 
a difficult divorce and had 
been praying for help. She 
said her prayer was now 
answered! The team shared 
about what being a Christian 
is about, and right there in 
the store the Japanese ladies 
invited Jesus to be the Lord 
of their lives.

TOP: Healing and salvation at a park. 
From left: Ryan Denlinger, the two Japa-
nese men and a YWAM missionary.
BOTTOM: Healing and salvation at 
Costco. From left: Ryan, Ps Naomi, the 
Japanese lady and her mother.

SOCIAL & ECONOMIC

1. Suicide is a leading cause of death 
among school children, and is among 
the highest in Asia. 

2. Aging and shrinking population create 
major long-term challenges for society  
and economy.

3. Disillusionment and hopelessness due 
to economic recession and political 
scandals.

4. Materialism dominates the ambitions 
of many young people. 

5. Violent crimes are on the rise.

6. Absent father due to a work culture 
that demands long working hours.

SPIRITUAL

7. Ancestor worship and idolatry 
dominate even in non-religious Japan. 
Many face social and family pressures 
to conform to practices of Shintoism 
and Buddhism.

8. The concept of a moral, loving Creator 
is alien to the Japanese worldview. 
Christians new and old need strong 
discipling in a Biblical worldview.

9. New religions based on occult, 
extraterrestrial aliens and so on, are 
started each year. Their excesses and 
brainwashing are well-documented in 
the national media. 

ISSUES & STRONGHOLDS

1. Pride (self-sufficiency)
	 A	strong	reliance	on	self-effort	is	

prevalent across Japan, especially 
among men. To depend on someone 
else is considered weak and 
dishonourable. Traditional religions 
like Buddhism emphasise reliance on 
self and salvation from within oneself.

2. Suicides (spirit of death)
	 Often,	a	single	failure	is	sufficient	

reason for a person to end his or her 
life. Losing one’s job for example, is 
shameful, a loss of honour, and seen 
as irredeemable.

3. Violence and bloodshed
 Domestic violence has continued to 

rise for almost 20 years.

4. Sexual exploitation and  
human trafficking

 Crimes related to prostitution, human 
trafficking	and	pornography,	including	
child pornography, are on the rise. 
Sexual harassment is prevalent.

“With suicide being so 
culturally acceptable, 
sometimes people kill 
themselves for what 
seem like trivial reasons…” 

PASTOR JACKSON M. GARROTT
SHINSEI NO SATO CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OMURA CITY, NAGASAKI

NEEDS AND 
PRAYER FOCUS
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LOVEJAPAN  
STRATEGIC FOCUS 

REACH YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH

TARGET SIGNIFICANT CITIES

SIGNS AND WONDERS IN EVANGELISM

CHURCH PLANTING

DISASTER RELIEF

HOKKAIDO

TOHOKU

KANTO
CHUBU

KANSAICHUGOKU

KYUSHU

SHIKOKU

TOKYO

THE SEVEN STRATEGIC 
REGIONS
Japan is traditionally divided 
into eight regions. Chugoku 
and Shikoku are grouped 
as one region, giving rise to  
seven strategic regions

 HOKKAIDO

 TOHOKU

 KANTO

 CHUBU

 KANSAI

 CHUGOKU / SHIKOKU

 KYUSHU
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LOVEJAPAN TIMELINE

2009
The Lord spoke to Rev 
Dr Rick Seaward that He 
wanted the churches in 
Singapore to be respon-
sible to reach Japan for 
Him. 

2011 
APRIL – DECEMBER:  
Singapore churches and 
believers joined in tsu-
nami crisis relief teams 
to Tohoku region, Japan 

2013
Rev Dr Rick Seaward 
shared with Love 
Singapore on the vision 
to reach the entire 
nation of Japan

2018
FEBRUARY: Rev Dr Rick 
Seaward spoke at the 
Japan Pentecostal 
Conference in Japan, 
met with local leaders, 
pastors and missionaries 
and challenged them 
with the vision to reach 
the whole of Japan
JUNE: LoveSingapore 
pastors visited Japan 
and met with local 
leaders

1 Singapore churches 
and believers 
volunteered for 
tsunami crisis relief 
work in Tohoku 
region, 2011.

2 Japan Pentecostal 
Conference, 
February 2018. The 
late Rev Dr Rick 
Seaward (right) 
believing in faith 
with pastors and 
leaders for Japan’s 
transformation.

3 LoveSingapore 
pastors visited 
Japan, and met with 
local pastors, June 
2018.

3

1
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